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In many African countries, 
raising chickens has al-
ways been a means of 
increasing the income of 
the poorest households, 
which is why it is an im-
portant activity for rural 
families. Village chickens 
are reared in a free-range 
setting, unlike commercial 
chickens which are raised 
in a poultry-yard or in 
poultry coops. Village 
chickens are increasingly 
popular at local markets 
because of the taste and 
nutritional qualities of the 
meat, which makes our 
work more rewarding. 

WELCOME  NOTE 

Good reasons to raise village 

chickens  

Village chickens are free-range, they take 
more time to mature than commercial chick-
ens, but on the other hand they are more 
robust with stronger (fibrous) muscles and a 
high level of collagen which makes the meat 
tastier. They also provide a high amount of 
protein in their eggs. 
Feed for village chickens is based on avail-
able natural resources, such as leftovers, 
pasture, grass, insects, earthworms, and 
farming by-products, among others. This 
provides families with a high protein product 
for low input. The hen can hatch the eggs 
naturally and can take care of the chicks. 
Because they are easy to handle village 
chickens are mostly managed by women and 
children. They also provide food security 
through income from sales and as part of 
the family diet, provide a source of animal 
protein of excellent quality. The use of poul-
try manure to fertilize the soil can improve 
the results of family farming.  

Surplus chickens and eggs can be sold directly, 
from the farmer to the consumer, fetching attrac-
tive and advantageous prices. 

Fig 1 Eggs are an important source of protein for rural 
households 

Fig 2: Farmer going to Singida capital to sell his chickens 

Challenges facing family  poultry 
production  

 
 

CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƭƻǿ-cost 
poultry improvement is limited, which is a major 
challenge for village poultry production.  
 
Since poultry raising is a traditional activity many 
farmers believe that they have sufficient knowl-
edge and they deal with challenges to production 
in a rather disorganised way, often without atten-
tion to hygiene, use of vaccines and provision of 
adequate poultry housing. 
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ZAMBIA:  
Laboratory Workshop on I -2 ND Vaccine Production and Quality Control conducted 

at the Central Veterinary Research Institute, Lusaka, Zambia from 12 -30 April 2010  

working seed provided by the Ani-
mal Science Directorate in Mozam-
bique was used during the training. 
 
 The workshop evaluation showed 
that participants were happy with 
the way it was conducted and the 
experience of the trainers. 
 

Fig.3: Participants from Tanzania (left) and 

Zambia (right) practicing blood sampling 

The I-2 ND Vaccine 

The I-2 ND vaccine is: 
Å Live, 
Å Thermotolerant, 
 

M O N T H L Y  E D I T I O N    

N º 3  

A Laboratory Workshop on I-2 New-
castle Disease Vaccine (ND) Produc-
tion and Quality Control was re-
cently conducted at the Central Vet-
erinary Research Institute, Lusaka 
(CVRI). Eight staff members from 
CVRI, two from the Central Veteri-
nary Laboratory, Dar es Salaam, Tan-
zania and two from the Central Vet-
erinary Laboratory, Lilongwe, Ma-
lawi participated. The workshop was 
conducted by two Kyeema Founda-
tion advisers, Dr Mary Young 
(Australia) and Dr Shafqat Rehmani 
(Pakistan). 
 
The goal of the workshop was to 
ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
of and skills in I-2 ND vaccine pro-
duction, testing and distribution. 
 
 The training included not only tech-
nical aspects but also a series of 
practical exercises and trials, discus-
sions and problem solving exercises. 
As the I-2 ND vaccine master seed 
had not arrived from Australia,  

Non-virulent (not harm-
ful) for the chickens, 
 

Transfers among the 
chickens by contact 
(horizontal transmission), 
 
ω {ǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƳƳǳƴƻƭƻƎƛπ
cal response similar to the 
one produced by the com-
mercial vaccine NDV4-HR and 
 
ω ¢ƘŜ ǾƛǊǳǎ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
allantoic cavity of embryo-
nated eggs. 
 

Fig.4: Participant from Malawi  inocu-

lating eggs 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig.5: Dr Mary Young and Dr Shafqat Rehmani, 
during one of the training sessions 
  
Fig 6: (right) Group photo of the participants and 
advisers with Dr Rosa Costa, the Country Coordina-
tor, the Director of CVRI and  the Director of 
Veterinary Services, Dr. Peter Mangani. 


